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Palmyrene Tesserae. 1 — By Hans H. Spoer, Ph.D., Paterson, 
N. J. 

I. This tessera is square, resembling in form de Yog. 132. 
In the left corner of the obverse side is a symbol of the sun, 
with eight ra^ys emanating from the center and dots between 
the rays. The inscription : 

The sons of Taimarsu. 
The name is well known. 
Reverse: * 

May Bel protect JBaaltak, 

"Baajtak" occurs in Yog. 156; here it seems to be a proper 
name. 2 

Below the inscription are five circles in a straight line. 

II. The obverse shows a reclining figure on the funerary 
couch, dressed in a tunic and mantle. The right arm is bare. 

1 These tesserae are now in the possession of Dr. William Hayes Ward, 
of Newark, N. J. 

2 [Yog. 156 (=Mordtmann 52 ; see Lidzbarski, Handbuch, p. 489, top) 
reads: ^¥*10*H *^3 'IPfrtf^ ^^ • ^ seems certain that ^n^l^J cannot 
there be the name of a person, and in the present case we have obviously 
a third specimen of the same inscription. Either ""lfV^S * s an epithet 
of the god Bel, or else 2 is the preposition and rh$ a noun : " Protect, 
O Bel, "for thine own sake !" It is probable that in all the many cases 
of this kind the god is directly addressed, ?J{^ being the imperative 
rather than the 3 pers. of the perf., as given in Lidzbarski's Vocabulary. 
Should the verb ?J^ be regarded as transitive in these cases ? A letter 
from Professor Noldeke, received by the writer some time ago, seems to 
suggest the contrary, remarking that the verb is properly construed 
with Sjf, not with a direct object. In that case, the proper names 
which follow the V|^ formula are to be regarded as standing by them- 
selves. — Ed.] 
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The head is covered with the modius. Opposite the figure, fill- 
ing out the left half of the field, is a branch with fruits. Fig- 
ure and branch are enclosed by an arch made of laurel leaves, 
resting at both ends upon a column. Below the figure is a 
mutilated inscription : 

MPtyrs vawnba Emua Taimu. 

The name N£J7f?N , if such it be, occurs in Vog. 34 1 -70 1 , etc. 
The last three letters of the second name are distinctly visible 
on the original. The beginning of the word, wh'ich is only in 
part preserved, is probably *Jl . 

Reverse : 

The top is formed by two garlands meeting in a point. From 
it is suspended a medal with a nude figure, in front of which is 
an altar. On each side of the medal is a round fruit on a long 
stem. Below the medal is a large urn, on either side of which 
stands a small amphora with handles. To the right and left are 
two large figures wearing the tunic ; the outstretched left arms 
are resting upon the urn, while the right hands are holding 
branches or sheaves which are leaning against the left shoulders. 
To the right of each figure stands an altar. There is no 
inscription. 

III. This tessera is square and shows a reclining Hgure^ like 
I. The bare right arm is stretched out to receive something 
which a winged genius, who is in a walking position, is pre- 
senting. Between these two figures is a medal with a small 
standing figure. 

The inscription at the bottom is imperfect: 

The last four letters may possibly be the name H£~)2 , which is 
of frequent occurrence. It is most commonly written with a 1 
after the 2 . 

MP may be the last syllable of several different names, e. g., 

Nenn. xtpwn. 

The reverse shows three busts, under which is the following 
inscription : 

n Nnoa 
xrt?tt bi 

The priests of 
The god Bel. 
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IV. This tessera is round, and shows the bust of a man 
wearing the modius, facing to the left. To the right of the 
figure is a large dot, perhaps symbolical of the sun. 

Reverse : 

i tt^o 

Maliku and Athe'aqab. 

Both names are well known. 

V. This tessera is small, square, and colored in red. The 
obverse shows two figures with crown-like headdresses, seated 
on the funerary couch. The figure in front seems to hold some- 
thing in the right hand, perhaps a pair of scales. Along the 
left edge and the bottom are inscriptions which are only partly 
preserved : 

♦ * rn (?) 

Instead of fl we might possibly read p . The reverse is 
exactly like the obverse. The inscriptions are better preserved : 

n 

** . The sons of JRahi (?) . 

♦m 

One might feel inclined to read the bottom line of the obverse 
*rT") , like the reverse ; but the space between the ♦ and H is 
almost too great to have been left between two letters of a word. 

VI. The tessera is oval. It has on the obverse a reclining 
figure and a branch with fruits, like II, but the funerary couch 
is not indicated. Below the figure is an inscription evidently 
preserved only in part: 

If the last letter is an aleph, it has certainly a very peculiar 
form. Prof. Euting, to whom I submitted a cast, is of the 
opinion that the character cannot be X , it may be a J") . In this 

9 ' o^ 9 

case the name on the tessera may be completed to JTT13? &tX^*> , 
cf. Euting, Sinait. Inschriften, 364 b . Prof. Torrey called my 
attention to the fact that reversals of letters are occasionally 
found in Semitic inscriptions, and that the letter in question is 
exactly the reversal of a Palmyrene K . The names XTD and 
NTDt are well known. 
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The reverse is fortunately well preserved and the presentation 
is quite unique. On the left is a bust facing toward the right. 
Upon the head is a rayed crown, under which the long wavy 
hair protrudes. On the right, facing the bust, is a four-winged 
genius standing upright, with two wings pointed upward and 
two downward. His right hand is resting upon a wheel with 
four spokes, or a globe. One is immediately reminded of Eze- 
kiel 1:15 ff. Over the wheel is written in square Aramaic char- 
acters the name 

■nanar 

Zabdibol. 

The name is well known. 

VII. The obverse is similar to that of II. The inscription 
is no longer legible. 

Reverse : In the center is a medallion surrounded by a wreath 
of leaves which is held together by a large bow. On either side 
of this center piece is a large bird (eagle?). The inscription is 
almost entirely effaced. 

In the first line to the right we have only *"! * * ^ preserved. 
We see to the left of the bow two very small letters ^^ and 
part of a third, but not enough to decide what it is. It may be 
part of a J in this case the name might be completed to 

In the second line only the first two letters J£^ and part of a 
numeral have been preserved. In view of this we must com- 
plete the first two letters to the word rOB> . The signs indi- 
cating the hundreds are no longer visible, only the sign which 
in connection with them expresses hundred, and this is followed 
by the sign for 20. 



